
One poverty-stricken bochur and his parents 
decided he should go to learn in the famous 

Grodno Yeshiva under R’ Shimon Shkop. After a 
difficult two-week trek, he arrived, exhausted, 
at the door. R’ Shimon welcomed him, sat him 

down, and began his farher (testing)...

The Rosh Hayeshiva got up from his chair, 
compassionately took the boy by the hand to the 
kitchen, and personally prepared a hot tasty meal.

The Rosh Hayeshiva then opened 
his gemara. He looked again at the 
eager but nervous boy and asked...

R’ Shimon again got up and led 
the boy to a bedroom in his home. 

(Some say it was his own bed.)

The bochur lived through the horrors 
of the holocaust. He never abandoned 

his pure faith in Hashem and explained to 
his children and grandchildren...

Every time I felt like giving up because of 
my suffering I pictured the face of the kind 
Rosh Yeshiva and told myself, “I want to 

live! If the Jewish nation and our holy torah 
can produce such splendid people, then 
these evil ones can never destroy us...!”

The next morning the bochur went 
to see the Rosh Hayeshiva again.
R’ Shimon welcomed him warmly.

So this is my first 
question: When was 

the last time you ate 
any hot food?

Enjoy the hot 
chicken soup, and 

then we can continue 
with your farher..

But ... er ... 
about, uh, two 

weeks ago!

Rebbi, how 
can I thank you 

enough?

er... Rebbi... 
about two 

weeks ago...

Oh, Rebbi - 
thank you!

When was the 
last time you 

slept on a bed?

Please do not 
assist me while I change the 
sheets... I want you to rest 
and we will continue in the 

morning!

You’ve been accepted! 
My son, do you imagine 

that after the hardships you 
underwent in your desire to learn 

torah, I would not accept you 
in our yeshiva?

מְעוֹן ר׳  יְהוּדָהשִׁ  Shkop זַצַ״ל, author of ר צְחָק was born in Torez, Poland, to ,שַעַרֵי יוֹשֶׁ שְמוּאֵל הַכֹּהֵן יִׁ  and רָחֵל. 
He studied in Mir and then Volozhin, under R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל and the Netziv זַצַ״ל. In 1880, he 
married Leah, a niece of R' Leizer Gordon זַצַ״ל. R' Gordon brought him to Telshe in 1885, where R' Shkop 
served as יבְתָא יבָה as זַצַ״ל and taught for 18 years. He succeeded R' Alter Shmuelevicz רֵיש מְתִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ  of ר
יבָה שַעַרֵי תוֹרָה יבוֹת in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, transforming it into one of the finest יְשִׁ  in Poland יְשִׁ
and beyond. In 1929, R' Shkop came to America to raise funds for the יבָה  and accepted R' Dov Revel ,יְשִׁ
יבָה s invitation to serve as'זַצַ״ל ֹּאש יְשִׁ יבָה רַבֵינוּ  of ר צְחָקיְשִׁ לְחָנָן יִׁ אֶׁ  (NY). However, at the request of the  חָפֵץ
ים רְמַן הי״ד R' Shkop returned to Europe after six months. His students included ,חַיִׁ לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ יבַת ) ר׳ אֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ר
יץ ים and author of בַרַנוֹבִׁ יעוּרִׁ י זַצַ״ל  ,(קוֹבֵץ שִׁ ז) ר׳ שְמוּאֵל רוֹזוֹבְסְקִׁ יבֶׁ יבַת פּוֹנִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ יץ ,(ר בִׁ ים שְמוּאֵלֶׁ יבַת ) ר׳ חַיִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ר
יר שְרָאֵל זְאֵב גוּסטמַן זַצַ״ל ,(מִׁ שְרָאֵל) ר׳ יִׁ צַח יִׁ יבַת נֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ים and author of ר יעוּרִׁ צְחָקר׳  ,(קוּנְטרסֵי שִׁ למַן יִׁ דוֹב קוֹפֶּׁ ֹּאש )  ר

רן יבַת לוּצֶׁ זְקֵאל סַרְנָא זַצַ״ל and ,(יְשִׁ בְרוֹן) ר׳ יְחֶׁ יבַת חֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ  .among others (ר
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 was born in New York City’s Lower זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
East Side to ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר and שׁײֵנדל, Husyatiner חֲסִידִים. He 
attended רַבֵינוּ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף ,יְשִׁיבַת ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה קלוּגר (RJJ), and 

 ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה of תַּלְמִידִים where he merited to be one of the last ,יְשִׁיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
Heiman זַצַ״ל. In 1946, at the behest of his ר׳ שְׁראַגאָ פײַוול מעֶנדלאָבִיץ  ,רֶבִי
 in RJJ. At Mike רֶבִי starting as a ,חִנּוּךְ he began his stellar career in ,זַצַ״ל
Tress זַצַ״ל’s request, he became head counselor of Camp Agudah in 1957. 
In 1967, he served as מְנַהֵל of Crown Heights Yeshiva. In 1974, he became 
מָרָא  of Queens. For 30 years he was יְשִׁיבָה אוֹר יִשְרָאֵל of all divisions of מְנַהֵל
 שִמְחַת הַחַיִים of the Brisker shul in Williamsburg. His unquenchable דְאֲתְרָא
and אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל endeared him to all that he met. 

 ב' תמוז
5686 – 5771 
1926 – 2011 

To simply portray ר׳ יַעֲקֹב  Goldstein  זַצַ״ל  as  a 
ךְ ךְ s’מְחַנֵּ ר׳  .would be an understatement מְחַנֵּ
 אֱמֶת known for his ,זַצַ״ל Kaminetsky יַעֲקֹב
and pragmatic חָכְמָה, described ר׳ יַעֲקֹב as, 
“A גָאוֹן in ְר׳ מָרְדְכַי ”!חִנוּך Gifter referred to 
ךְ as, “A master ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ר׳  What was ”!מְחַנֵּ
 s special secret? He once explained’יַעֲקֹב
at a ְחִנוּך workshop, “... every Jewish child is 
reachable and teachable!” With his  ֶײִדִישׁע 
warmth, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would imbue all of his תַלְמִידִים 
with the message: “I believe in you and I see potential, 
now!” 
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מּוֹ וַיְמַלֵא אַחֲרָי    י כָלֵב עֵקֶב הָיְתָה רוּחַ אַחֶרֶת עִּ דְבָר יד:כד( … וְעַבְדִּ )בַמִּ  
 But my servant כָלֵב, because a different spirit was with him 
and he followed after Me wholeheartedly…  ן נוּן עַ בִּ כָלֵב  and יְהוֹשֻׁ
ים rejected the evil report of the other בֶן יְפֻׁנֶה  and were therefore ,מְרַגְלִּ
permitted to enter שְרָאֵל עֵקֶב הָיְתָה רוּחַ  … “ ,states פָסוּק As our .אֶרֶץ יִּ
מּוֹ  because a different spirit was with him …” What was the — אַחֶרֶת עִּ
nature of כָלֵב’s “different spirit”? 
״י   explains that he had two spirits, one in his mouth and רַשִּ
one in his heart. To the other ים  and the rest of the people, it מְרַגְלִּ
sounded like he said, “I am with you in your scheme,” but in his heart 
he intended to tell the truth and thereby silence the people as the 
earlier פָסוּק relates,  ֹּאמֶר עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה וְיָרַשְנוּ אֹּתָה … וַיַהַס כָלֵב אֶת הָעָם …וַי , 
 hushed the people … and said, “We shall surely ascend and conquer כָלֵב
it …” (דְבָר יג:ל   (בַמִּ
 It is interesting to note that כָלֵב performed an action 
whereas  ַע  adopted a more passive role and stood silent. What יְהוֹשֻׁ
would have happened if כָלֵב had not attempted to silence the people? 
The implication is that he might not have merited to enter שְרָאֵל  .אֶרֶץ יִּ
Why was he different from  ַע  who made no such attempt, yet ,יְהוֹשֻׁ
merited to enter שְרָאֵל  find it תּוֹרָה Furthermore, why does the ?אֶרֶץ יִּ
necessary to explain why כָלֵב would not suffer the fate of the others, 
yet there is no explanation regarding  ַע  ?יְהוֹשֻׁ
 R' Shmuel Berenbaum זַצַ״ל offers an interesting insight. He 

explains that each and every נְשָמָה is endowed with its own unique 
 innate natural potential, with which it can fulfill its mission ,כוֹחוֹת הַנֶפֶש
on earth. No two people, even if they go through the same situation, 
will be rewarded or punished in the same way. 
 There was a very noticeable difference between the innate 
עַ  of כוֹחוֹת הַנֶפֶש דְבָר After 40 years in the .כָלֵב and יְהוֹשֻׁ עַ  ,מִּ  would יְהוֹשֻׁ
emerge as the next leader of שְרָאֵל אֶרֶץ  who would lead them into כְלַל יִּ
שְרָאֵל  guide them in battle to conquer the Land and help settle them ,יִּ
in. However, when the ים  ,returned from their [ill-fated] mission מְרַגְלִּ
he was still considered a young lad, “… תּוֹךְ הָאֹּהֶל יש מִּ ֹּא יָמִּ  the — נַעַר ל
youth [who] did not depart from within the tent [of מֹּשֶה]” (שְמוֹת לג:יא). 
As such,  ַע  was not expected to be the one to take the initiative יְהוֹשֻׁ
and attempt to silence the people; it was sufficient that he joined כָלֵב 
in saying, “… טוֹבָה הָאָרֶץ מְאֹּד מְאֹּד — the land is very, very good …  בַה׳ אַל
מְרֹּדוּ )”!do not rebel against Hashem — תִּּ דְבָר יד:ז ט-בַמִּ ) 
ים however, was different. When the ,כָלֵב   returned from מְרַגְלִּ
שְרָאֵל  he already had it within himself to cleverly make it appear ,אֶרֶץ יִּ
as if he were siding with the ים  and then, when he had silenced ,מְרַגְלִּ
the masses and had the people’s attention, to openly contradict the 
ים  s evil report. Had he remained silent, he would have been held’מְרַגְלִּ
accountable for this would have indicated his agreement to the 
ים  .s opinion’מְרַגְלִּ
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ז׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*In his introduction to ק ז׳ רֶּ ים the פֶּ ק explains that this חָפֵץ חַיִּ רֶּ  differs פֶּ
from the previous ים רָקִּ ים Whereas prior .פְּ רָקִּ  focused on the פְּ
greatness of the וָה צְּ ד of מִּ סֶּ ק this ,חֶּ רֶּ  discusses the tragic loss of one פֶּ
who blinds himself and purposely misses the opportunity to perform 
ד סֶּ מָרָא The .חֶּ תֻבּוֹת סח) גְּ ד compares those who openly avoid (כְּ סֶּ  to חֶּ
one who serves עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה and they are referred to by the תּוֹרָה as a 
יַעַל לִּ יַעַל being called ח״ו lowlife (lawless person). Imagine ,בְּ לִּ  by a friend בְּ
would be very painful; all the more so by the eternal תּוֹרָה. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The ים מוּרָה ט״ז) חֲזַ״ל quotes חָפֵץ חַיִּ ם  :(תְּּ י! אִּ סֵנִּ נְּ אוֹמֵר: פַרְּ ת, וְּ ל בַּעַל הַבַּיִּ י הוֹלֵךְ אֵצֶּ עָנִּ הֶּ שָעָה שֶּ בְּּ

ם לָאו אִּ סוֹ מוּטָב, וְּ נְּ פַרְּ יר וכו׳…מְּ ה אוֹתוֹ עָשִּ ה, עוֹשֶּ י לָזֶּ י; עָנִּ ה אוֹתוֹ עָנִּ ה, עוֹשֶּ יר לָזֶּ עֲשָאוֹ עָשִּ י שֶּ מִּ  — 
when the י יר come to the עָנִּ יר and asks for food, if the עָשִּ  ;gives…that is special עָשִּ
however, if he does not, then the י יר and עָנִּ  .will change rolls עָשִּ

1. How do צִיצִית remind us of the journey from מִצְרַיִם to the 
splitting of the יַם סוּף? 

2. Can you name three מִצְוֹת which, if transgressed/performed, 
are considered as important as all the other מִצְוֹת combined? 

1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)בַמִדְבָר טו:לח( … וְעָשׂוּ לָהֶם צִיצִת עַל כַנְפֵי בִגְדֵיהֶם לְדֹרֹתָם …   
 …that they shall make themselves צִיצִת on the corners of 
their garments, throughout their generations… 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Klausenberger 
Rebbe, unique among the giants of his day, emerged from the 
Holocaust the only survivor of his immediate family, having lost his 
young wife and 11 children, ר״ל. The Rebbe’s pure, deep-rooted faith 
enabled him to overcome his personal losses and be a pillar of 
strength to his suffering brethren. After the war, the Rebbe 
remarried, raised a beautiful new family, and among his many 
astounding accomplishments, revived the חֲסִידוּת of Klausenberg until 
it grew into a thriving, G-d-fearing community, both, in the US and 
 program מִפְעָל הַשַ״ס He founded the international .אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל
whereby large portions of תַלְמוּד are studied monthly by scores of 
students the world over. 
 As soon as the war ended, the Rebbe made his way to 
various DP (Displaced Persons) camps, where he infused the people 
with hope and tried to help them renew their commitment to תוֹרָה 
and מִצְוֹת. In one episode, he was directly responsible for ensuring 
that a large group of teenage girls, who were in danger of being lost 
as observant Jews, be brought back into the fold before it was too 
late. 
 The Rebbe worked hard to provide the survivors with 
religious articles such as סִדוּרִים ,צִיצִית ,תְפִילִין and חוּמָשִים. In one 
camp, he would stand for hours each morning supervising as men 
and boys lined up to don a single pair of תְפִילִין. 
 Once, the Rebbe walked into a camp and announced that 
he had acquired 4 sets of צִיצִית threads which could be attached to a 
four-cornered garment, as הֲלָכָה requires. He had not expected the 
scene and excitement that followed. Within minutes the word was 
out, and over 150 men and boys came forward for a chance to 
receive the precious צִיצִית. 
 The Rebbe realized that the situation could not simply be 
resolved by giving them out on the usual ‘first-come, first-served’ 

basis. The Rebbe announced that he would draw lots to determine 
which 4 of the 150 would receive the צִיצִית. 
 But before the lots could be drawn, one teenaged boy 
named Mendel, a Gerrer חָסִיד, stepped forward. 
 “Rebbe,” he cried, “I should be entitled to receive one of 
the pairs without a lot being drawn!” 
 “And why is that?” the Rebbe asked. 
 “Because מִן הַתוֹרָה one is required to wear צִיצִית only if one 
actually wears a four-cornered garment, but one is not guilty of any 
transgression for not wearing a four-cornered garment at all.[1] And I 
am [now] the only one here who will be wearing a four-cornered 
garment!” 
 With those words, Mendel grabbed hold of the hem of his 
shirt — possibly the only one that he owned at the time — and 
ripped it in such a way that the shirt became a four-cornered 
garment requiring צִיצִית. 
 “Rebbe, please, now you have no choice, I must wear my 
shirt with the צִיצִית!” 
 The Rebbe looked kindly at this young survivor, whose 
suffering had not weakened his love for הקב״ה’s מִצְוֹת. The Rebbe saw 
the fire of קְדֻשָה burning in his eyes and was pained that he could not 
give him the צִיצִית. 
 “Nevertheless,” explained the Rebbe gently, but with hot 
tears streaming from his eyes, “it would not be fair to the others to 
give you the צִיצִית without a גוֹרָל. If your intentions in what you have 
just done were purely לְשֵם שָמַיִם — as it appears to be — then 
Heaven will see to it that your lot should be drawn.” 
 The lots were drawn — and Mendel was a winner.  
 There are no words that can describe the happiness of the 
winners of the 4 pairs of צִיצִית on that day in the DP camp.   
________ 
1. Note, however, the words of the ְשֻלְחָן עָרוּך: “It is proper for every man to be careful to 
wear a טַלִית קָטָן all day … One who is meticulous regarding the מִצְוָה of צִיצִית will merit to 
see the (אוֹרַח חַײִם כ״ד:א׳, ו׳) ”שְכִינָה. Such has been the practice of Jewish men and boys 
throughout the ages. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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• During צָרִים ין הַמְּ אָב -י״ז תַמוּז  the 3 weeks from) בֵּ ט׳ בְּ ), 
one should not buy new clothing or eat new fruit that 
would require a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ   .שֶׁ

• One can be lenient and make a ּחֱיָנו הֶׁ כַת שֶׁ  on a new fruit בִרְּ
if he eats the fruit on שַבָת or if it is a seasonal fruit which 
will not be obtainable after אָב  .ט׳ בְּ
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ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

 the meaning of love תַלְמִידִים taught his זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
and respect for תוֹרָה. Every piece began with the word 
 was shocked when he תַלְמִידִים testing his מְנַהֵל holy. A ,הײֵלִיק
asked, “?װאָס זאָגט רַשִ״י — What does רַשִ״י say?” and no one 
replied. Realizing this was R' Goldstein’s class, he smiled and 
said, “ ֶדִי מִשְנָה אִיז הײֵלִיק, אײַער רֶבִי אִיז הײֵלִיק, אוּן אִיר זעֶנט אַלע
 ,is Holy מִשְנָה The — הײֵלִיק. יעֶצט, װאָס זאָגט דעֶר הײֵלִיקעֶ רַשִ״י?
your רֶבִי is Holy, and you are all Holy. Now, what does the 
Holy רַשִ״י say?” Source: Heard around the שַבָת  table 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Yaakov Goldstein ״ל צַּ  זַּ
was a blend of his two great 
יִים ״ל R' Shlomo Heiman ,רֶבֵּ צַּ  זַּ
and R' Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz 
״ל צַּ  He was a visionary who was .זַּ
able to mold לְמִידִים  through his תַּ
warmth and  caring. He was also 
a חָסִיד of the תוֹרָה י הַּ  ,גָאוֹן בְכָל חֲדָרֵּ
וִי לֵּ ל הַּ ״ל Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶה יְחִיאֵּ צַּ  of זַּ
Ozherov and fanned the spark in 
each לְמִיד  to have a love for just תַּ
being a ײִד.  
  His קֶשֶר to his לְמִידִים  תַּ
was legendary. He once walked 
from Williamsburg, in Brooklyn, 
to Manhattan’s Lower East Side, 
on a frigid winter בָת  ,morning שַּ
just to say זָל טוֹב ר מִצְוָה to a מַּ  בַּ
boy whom he had taught several 
years earlier. 
 One לְמִיד  from his years תַּ
in RJJ, reminisced the scene every 
Friday after R' Goldstein’s class 
ended. "רֶבִי would walk down the 
stairs surrounded by his whole 
class. Together they would sing, 
בָת!' לִיקעֶ שַּ בָת, הײֵּ  as they 'שַּ
descended the stairs, leaving 
school. The class went together, 
in an orderly fashion. The singing 
would continue to grow louder as 
other the classes would join in." 

Over 50 years later, the בָת  עֶרֶב שַּ
feeling and melody still rings in 
this לְמִיד  .s ears’תַּ
 The last תְקוּפָה of his life, 
after his stroke, R' Goldstein 
taught another type of lesson. He 
was ל יְסוּרִים בְאַהֲבָה בֵּ  and מְקַּ
always tried to be ק זֵּ  'others. R מְחַּ
Goldstein would tactfully 
encourage his guests to learn the 
proper techniques of how to visit 
a חוֹלֶה. He would ask for some 
small טוֹבָה, such as saying over a 
ר תוֹרָה  singing with him songs ,דְבַּ
about בָת / אֱמוּנָה  or ,מָשִיחַּ  / שַּ
even changing his Yarmulka, and 
then he would show his  ת כָרַּ הַּ
טוֹב  .בְרָכוֹת and give his sincere ,הַּ
R' Goldstein ended every 
conversation by thanking each 
visitor individually. People would 
walk from afar just to receive 
some of his unique brand of חִזוּק.   
    My לְמִיד  with his ,תַּ
charismatic personality, not only 
did R' Goldstein instill a יִים  רוּחַּ חַּ
into every one of his לְמִידִים  he ,תַּ
also gave a יִים חַּ  to every דֶרֶךְ הַּ
person he met! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

of 
the

Understanding
the Summer

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  



Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ז׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*In his introduction to ק ז׳ רֶּ ים the פֶּ ק explains that this חָפֵץ חַיִּ רֶּ  differs פֶּ
from the previous ים רָקִּ ים Whereas prior .פְּ רָקִּ  focused on the פְּ
greatness of the וָה צְּ ד of מִּ סֶּ ק this ,חֶּ רֶּ  discusses the tragic loss of one פֶּ
who blinds himself and purposely misses the opportunity to perform 
ד סֶּ מָרָא The .חֶּ תֻבּוֹת סח) גְּ ד compares those who openly avoid (כְּ סֶּ  to חֶּ
one who serves עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה and they are referred to by the תּוֹרָה as a 
יַעַל לִּ יַעַל being called ח״ו lowlife (lawless person). Imagine ,בְּ לִּ  by a friend בְּ
would be very painful; all the more so by the eternal תּוֹרָה. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The ים מוּרָה ט״ז) חֲזַ״ל quotes חָפֵץ חַיִּ ם  :(תְּּ י! אִּ סֵנִּ נְּ אוֹמֵר: פַרְּ ת, וְּ ל בַּעַל הַבַּיִּ י הוֹלֵךְ אֵצֶּ עָנִּ הֶּ שָעָה שֶּ בְּּ

ם לָאו אִּ סוֹ מוּטָב, וְּ נְּ פַרְּ יר וכו׳…מְּ ה אוֹתוֹ עָשִּ ה, עוֹשֶּ י לָזֶּ י; עָנִּ ה אוֹתוֹ עָנִּ ה, עוֹשֶּ יר לָזֶּ עֲשָאוֹ עָשִּ י שֶּ מִּ  — 
when the י יר come to the עָנִּ יר and asks for food, if the עָשִּ  ;gives…that is special עָשִּ
however, if he does not, then the י יר and עָנִּ  .will change rolls עָשִּ

1. How do צִיצִית remind us of the journey from מִצְרַיִם to the 
splitting of the יַם סוּף? 

2. Can you name three מִצְוֹת which, if transgressed/performed, 
are considered as important as all the other מִצְוֹת combined? 

1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית

1. How do צִיצִית remind us of the journey from מִצְרַיִם to the 
splitting of the יַם סוּף? 

2. Can you name three מִצְוֹת which, if transgressed/performed, 
are considered as important as all the other מִצְוֹת combined? 

1. The eight strings of the צִיצִית correspond to the eight days that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל waited 
from when they were given permission to leave מִצְרַיִם on י״ד נִיסָן until they sang 
the שִירָה at the יַם סוּף on ְּכֵלֶת) כ״א נִיסָן ְּתִיל ת  .(15:38 — ד״ה פ

2. Three examples are: serving עֲבוֹדָה זָרָה, being מְחַלֵל שַבָת and fulfilling the מִצְוָה of 
 .(15:41 — ד״ה אֲנִי ה׳) צִיצִית

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

)בַמִדְבָר טו:לח( … וְעָשׂוּ לָהֶם צִיצִת עַל כַנְפֵי בִגְדֵיהֶם לְדֹרֹתָם …   
 …that they shall make themselves צִיצִת on the corners of 
their garments, throughout their generations… 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Klausenberger 
Rebbe, unique among the giants of his day, emerged from the 
Holocaust the only survivor of his immediate family, having lost his 
young wife and 11 children, ר״ל. The Rebbe’s pure, deep-rooted faith 
enabled him to overcome his personal losses and be a pillar of 
strength to his suffering brethren. After the war, the Rebbe 
remarried, raised a beautiful new family, and among his many 
astounding accomplishments, revived the חֲסִידוּת of Klausenberg until 
it grew into a thriving, G-d-fearing community, both, in the US and 
 program מִפְעָל הַשַ״ס He founded the international .אֶרֶץ יִשְׂרָאֵל
whereby large portions of תַלְמוּד are studied monthly by scores of 
students the world over. 
 As soon as the war ended, the Rebbe made his way to 
various DP (Displaced Persons) camps, where he infused the people 
with hope and tried to help them renew their commitment to תוֹרָה 
and מִצְוֹת. In one episode, he was directly responsible for ensuring 
that a large group of teenage girls, who were in danger of being lost 
as observant Jews, be brought back into the fold before it was too 
late. 
 The Rebbe worked hard to provide the survivors with 
religious articles such as סִדוּרִים ,צִיצִית ,תְפִילִין and חוּמָשִים. In one 
camp, he would stand for hours each morning supervising as men 
and boys lined up to don a single pair of תְפִילִין. 
 Once, the Rebbe walked into a camp and announced that 
he had acquired 4 sets of צִיצִית threads which could be attached to a 
four-cornered garment, as הֲלָכָה requires. He had not expected the 
scene and excitement that followed. Within minutes the word was 
out, and over 150 men and boys came forward for a chance to 
receive the precious צִיצִית. 
 The Rebbe realized that the situation could not simply be 
resolved by giving them out on the usual ‘first-come, first-served’ 

basis. The Rebbe announced that he would draw lots to determine 
which 4 of the 150 would receive the צִיצִית. 
 But before the lots could be drawn, one teenaged boy 
named Mendel, a Gerrer חָסִיד, stepped forward. 
 “Rebbe,” he cried, “I should be entitled to receive one of 
the pairs without a lot being drawn!” 
 “And why is that?” the Rebbe asked. 
 “Because מִן הַתוֹרָה one is required to wear צִיצִית only if one 
actually wears a four-cornered garment, but one is not guilty of any 
transgression for not wearing a four-cornered garment at all.[1] And I 
am [now] the only one here who will be wearing a four-cornered 
garment!” 
 With those words, Mendel grabbed hold of the hem of his 
shirt — possibly the only one that he owned at the time — and 
ripped it in such a way that the shirt became a four-cornered 
garment requiring צִיצִית. 
 “Rebbe, please, now you have no choice, I must wear my 
shirt with the צִיצִית!” 
 The Rebbe looked kindly at this young survivor, whose 
suffering had not weakened his love for הקב״ה’s מִצְוֹת. The Rebbe saw 
the fire of קְדֻשָה burning in his eyes and was pained that he could not 
give him the צִיצִית. 
 “Nevertheless,” explained the Rebbe gently, but with hot 
tears streaming from his eyes, “it would not be fair to the others to 
give you the צִיצִית without a גוֹרָל. If your intentions in what you have 
just done were purely לְשֵם שָמַיִם — as it appears to be — then 
Heaven will see to it that your lot should be drawn.” 
 The lots were drawn — and Mendel was a winner.  
 There are no words that can describe the happiness of the 
winners of the 4 pairs of צִיצִית on that day in the DP camp.   
________ 
1. Note, however, the words of the ְשֻלְחָן עָרוּך: “It is proper for every man to be careful to 
wear a טַלִית קָטָן all day … One who is meticulous regarding the מִצְוָה of צִיצִית will merit to 
see the (אוֹרַח חַײִם כ״ד:א׳, ו׳) ”שְכִינָה. Such has been the practice of Jewish men and boys 
throughout the ages. 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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visitor individually. People would 
walk from afar just to receive 
some of his unique brand of חִזוּק.   
    My לְמִיד  with his ,תַּ
charismatic personality, not only 
did R' Goldstein instill a יִים  רוּחַּ חַּ
into every one of his לְמִידִים  he ,תַּ
also gave a יִים חַּ  to every דֶרֶךְ הַּ
person he met! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
A  letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews 

of 
the

Understanding
the Summer

The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com. 
Please indicate in the body 
of the email whether this is 
only for the summer or if 
this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors  



One poverty-stricken bochur and his parents 
decided he should go to learn in the famous 

Grodno Yeshiva under R’ Shimon Shkop. After a 
difficult two-week trek, he arrived, exhausted, 
at the door. R’ Shimon welcomed him, sat him 

down, and began his farher (testing)...

The Rosh Hayeshiva got up from his chair, 
compassionately took the boy by the hand to the 
kitchen, and personally prepared a hot tasty meal.

The Rosh Hayeshiva then opened 
his gemara. He looked again at the 
eager but nervous boy and asked...

R’ Shimon again got up and led 
the boy to a bedroom in his home. 

(Some say it was his own bed.)

The bochur lived through the horrors 
of the holocaust. He never abandoned 

his pure faith in Hashem and explained to 
his children and grandchildren...

Every time I felt like giving up because of 
my suffering I pictured the face of the kind 
Rosh Yeshiva and told myself, “I want to 

live! If the Jewish nation and our holy torah 
can produce such splendid people, then 
these evil ones can never destroy us...!”

The next morning the bochur went 
to see the Rosh Hayeshiva again.
R’ Shimon welcomed him warmly.

So this is my first 
question: When was 

the last time you ate 
any hot food?

Enjoy the hot 
chicken soup, and 

then we can continue 
with your farher..

But ... er ... 
about, uh, two 

weeks ago!

Rebbi, how 
can I thank you 

enough?

er... Rebbi... 
about two 

weeks ago...

Oh, Rebbi - 
thank you!

When was the 
last time you 

slept on a bed?

Please do not 
assist me while I change the 
sheets... I want you to rest 
and we will continue in the 

morning!

You’ve been accepted! 
My son, do you imagine 

that after the hardships you 
underwent in your desire to learn 

torah, I would not accept you 
in our yeshiva?

מְעוֹן ר׳  יְהוּדָהשִׁ  Shkop זַצַ״ל, author of ר צְחָק was born in Torez, Poland, to ,שַעַרֵי יוֹשֶׁ שְמוּאֵל הַכֹּהֵן יִׁ  and רָחֵל. 
He studied in Mir and then Volozhin, under R' Chaim Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל and the Netziv זַצַ״ל. In 1880, he 
married Leah, a niece of R' Leizer Gordon זַצַ״ל. R' Gordon brought him to Telshe in 1885, where R' Shkop 
served as יבְתָא יבָה as זַצַ״ל and taught for 18 years. He succeeded R' Alter Shmuelevicz רֵיש מְתִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ  of ר
יבָה שַעַרֵי תוֹרָה יבוֹת in Grodno, from 1920 to 1939, transforming it into one of the finest יְשִׁ  in Poland יְשִׁ
and beyond. In 1929, R' Shkop came to America to raise funds for the יבָה  and accepted R' Dov Revel ,יְשִׁ
יבָה s invitation to serve as'זַצַ״ל ֹּאש יְשִׁ יבָה רַבֵינוּ  of ר צְחָקיְשִׁ לְחָנָן יִׁ אֶׁ  (NY). However, at the request of the  חָפֵץ
ים רְמַן הי״ד R' Shkop returned to Europe after six months. His students included ,חַיִׁ לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ יבַת ) ר׳ אֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ר
יץ ים and author of בַרַנוֹבִׁ יעוּרִׁ י זַצַ״ל  ,(קוֹבֵץ שִׁ ז) ר׳ שְמוּאֵל רוֹזוֹבְסְקִׁ יבֶׁ יבַת פּוֹנִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ יץ ,(ר בִׁ ים שְמוּאֵלֶׁ יבַת ) ר׳ חַיִׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ר
יר שְרָאֵל זְאֵב גוּסטמַן זַצַ״ל ,(מִׁ שְרָאֵל) ר׳ יִׁ צַח יִׁ יבַת נֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ ים and author of ר יעוּרִׁ צְחָקר׳  ,(קוּנְטרסֵי שִׁ למַן יִׁ דוֹב קוֹפֶּׁ ֹּאש )  ר

רן יבַת לוּצֶׁ זְקֵאל סַרְנָא זַצַ״ל and ,(יְשִׁ בְרוֹן) ר׳ יְחֶׁ יבַת חֶׁ ֹּאש יְשִׁ  .among others (ר
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 was born in New York City’s Lower זַצַ״ל Goldstein ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
East Side to ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר and שׁײֵנדל, Husyatiner חֲסִידִים. He 
attended רַבֵינוּ יַעֲקֹב יוֹסֵף ,יְשִׁיבַת ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה קלוּגר (RJJ), and 

 ר׳ שְׁלֹמֹה of תַּלְמִידִים where he merited to be one of the last ,יְשִׁיבָה תּוֹרָה וְדַעַת
Heiman זַצַ״ל. In 1946, at the behest of his ר׳ שְׁראַגאָ פײַוול מעֶנדלאָבִיץ  ,רֶבִי
 in RJJ. At Mike רֶבִי starting as a ,חִנּוּךְ he began his stellar career in ,זַצַ״ל
Tress זַצַ״ל’s request, he became head counselor of Camp Agudah in 1957. 
In 1967, he served as מְנַהֵל of Crown Heights Yeshiva. In 1974, he became 
מָרָא  of Queens. For 30 years he was יְשִׁיבָה אוֹר יִשְרָאֵל of all divisions of מְנַהֵל
 שִמְחַת הַחַיִים of the Brisker shul in Williamsburg. His unquenchable דְאֲתְרָא
and אַהֲבַת יִשְרָאֵל endeared him to all that he met. 

 ב' תמוז
5686 – 5771 
1926 – 2011 

To simply portray ר׳ יַעֲקֹב  Goldstein  זַצַ״ל  as  a 
ךְ ךְ s’מְחַנֵּ ר׳  .would be an understatement מְחַנֵּ
 אֱמֶת known for his ,זַצַ״ל Kaminetsky יַעֲקֹב
and pragmatic חָכְמָה, described ר׳ יַעֲקֹב as, 
“A גָאוֹן in ְר׳ מָרְדְכַי ”!חִנוּך Gifter referred to 
ךְ as, “A master ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ר׳  What was ”!מְחַנֵּ
 s special secret? He once explained’יַעֲקֹב
at a ְחִנוּך workshop, “... every Jewish child is 
reachable and teachable!” With his  ֶײִדִישׁע 
warmth, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב would imbue all of his תַלְמִידִים 
with the message: “I believe in you and I see potential, 
now!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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מּוֹ וַיְמַלֵא אַחֲרָי    י כָלֵב עֵקֶב הָיְתָה רוּחַ אַחֶרֶת עִּ דְבָר יד:כד( … וְעַבְדִּ )בַמִּ  
 But my servant כָלֵב, because a different spirit was with him 
and he followed after Me wholeheartedly…  ן נוּן עַ בִּ כָלֵב  and יְהוֹשֻׁ
ים rejected the evil report of the other בֶן יְפֻׁנֶה  and were therefore ,מְרַגְלִּ
permitted to enter שְרָאֵל עֵקֶב הָיְתָה רוּחַ  … “ ,states פָסוּק As our .אֶרֶץ יִּ
מּוֹ  because a different spirit was with him …” What was the — אַחֶרֶת עִּ
nature of כָלֵב’s “different spirit”? 
״י   explains that he had two spirits, one in his mouth and רַשִּ
one in his heart. To the other ים  and the rest of the people, it מְרַגְלִּ
sounded like he said, “I am with you in your scheme,” but in his heart 
he intended to tell the truth and thereby silence the people as the 
earlier פָסוּק relates,  ֹּאמֶר עָלֹה נַעֲלֶה וְיָרַשְנוּ אֹּתָה … וַיַהַס כָלֵב אֶת הָעָם …וַי , 
 hushed the people … and said, “We shall surely ascend and conquer כָלֵב
it …” (דְבָר יג:ל   (בַמִּ
 It is interesting to note that כָלֵב performed an action 
whereas  ַע  adopted a more passive role and stood silent. What יְהוֹשֻׁ
would have happened if כָלֵב had not attempted to silence the people? 
The implication is that he might not have merited to enter שְרָאֵל  .אֶרֶץ יִּ
Why was he different from  ַע  who made no such attempt, yet ,יְהוֹשֻׁ
merited to enter שְרָאֵל  find it תּוֹרָה Furthermore, why does the ?אֶרֶץ יִּ
necessary to explain why כָלֵב would not suffer the fate of the others, 
yet there is no explanation regarding  ַע  ?יְהוֹשֻׁ
 R' Shmuel Berenbaum זַצַ״ל offers an interesting insight. He 

explains that each and every נְשָמָה is endowed with its own unique 
 innate natural potential, with which it can fulfill its mission ,כוֹחוֹת הַנֶפֶש
on earth. No two people, even if they go through the same situation, 
will be rewarded or punished in the same way. 
 There was a very noticeable difference between the innate 
עַ  of כוֹחוֹת הַנֶפֶש דְבָר After 40 years in the .כָלֵב and יְהוֹשֻׁ עַ  ,מִּ  would יְהוֹשֻׁ
emerge as the next leader of שְרָאֵל אֶרֶץ  who would lead them into כְלַל יִּ
שְרָאֵל  guide them in battle to conquer the Land and help settle them ,יִּ
in. However, when the ים  ,returned from their [ill-fated] mission מְרַגְלִּ
he was still considered a young lad, “… תּוֹךְ הָאֹּהֶל יש מִּ ֹּא יָמִּ  the — נַעַר ל
youth [who] did not depart from within the tent [of מֹּשֶה]” (שְמוֹת לג:יא). 
As such,  ַע  was not expected to be the one to take the initiative יְהוֹשֻׁ
and attempt to silence the people; it was sufficient that he joined כָלֵב 
in saying, “… טוֹבָה הָאָרֶץ מְאֹּד מְאֹּד — the land is very, very good …  בַה׳ אַל
מְרֹּדוּ )”!do not rebel against Hashem — תִּּ דְבָר יד:ז ט-בַמִּ ) 
ים however, was different. When the ,כָלֵב   returned from מְרַגְלִּ
שְרָאֵל  he already had it within himself to cleverly make it appear ,אֶרֶץ יִּ
as if he were siding with the ים  and then, when he had silenced ,מְרַגְלִּ
the masses and had the people’s attention, to openly contradict the 
ים  s evil report. Had he remained silent, he would have been held’מְרַגְלִּ
accountable for this would have indicated his agreement to the 
ים  .s opinion’מְרַגְלִּ

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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